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Mr. Antonio Guterres, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Case Postale 2500

CH-1211 Geneve 2 Dépot

Suisse.
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Petition

25 June 2007, The Hague, The Netherlands.

The World must break the silence and criticise Iran for its violent and
massive deportation of Afghan refugees

To:

Mr. Antonio Guterres, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Case Postale 2500

CH-1211 Geneve 2 Dépot

Suisse.

cc. EU commissioner for Human Rights.

His excellency Mr. Antonio Guterres,

Afghanistan is a country with more than 5000 years history and proud hardworking
people. Asyou know until April 1978 there were just a handful of Afghan immigrantsin
the world. The 30 years of violence, occupation and war forced the people of Afghanistan
to leave their country. Afghanistan is since that time a country with the largest refugee
community in the world. This situation began to change in 2002, because a new
government with a plan for building democracy and enjoying the support of International
Community replaced the Taliban regime. Major repatriation operations to Afghanistan
started by your good offices. More than 4.8 million Afghans have returned to their
country. However, approximately 3.5 million Afghans remain in the world. Continued
insecurity, particularly in the south and east, is a maor source of instability in our
country. The violence is also linked to corrupt warlords dominating the governmental
ingtitutions and the parliament, drugs production and trafficking, which obstruct the
building of aviable and effective state. The repatriation has therefore dropped in the last
two years. Despite general insecurity, war situation, poverty and lack of job opportunities
which oblige many Afghans to remain abroad, Afghanistan has been UNHCR's largest
repatriation operation worldwide for five consecutive years. This means that Afghans
love their fatherland and return to it in the first possible moment.

De situation of Afghan refugeesin Iran , have always live without support of the
government. They are deprived from the most elementary rights. They have been subject
of harsh discrimination and humiliation, but until recently ignored by the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The situation got worst when Iran declared the start of a mass-
deportation operation in April 2007. This operation has been applied in combination with
torture, humiliation and physical violence against men, women and children. More than
90.000 Afghans have undergone this brutality before being thrown on the Afghan

shelter. Iran has declared its intention to deport around one million Afghans in the coming
months. This politically motivated deportation operation can render to a great
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humanitarian tragedy of this century. The World should stop this process with all possible
means. We propose the following points:

Islamic Republic of Iran should realize the lack of security, housing, job
opportunities and absence of civil servicesin Afghanistan and stop the mass
deportation of Afghans. Repatriation of Afghans should be voluntarily, gradually and
in harmony with the capacity of absorption of the returnees by Afghan government.
Many of the Afghans deported from Iran declare they had a residence document. The
Iranian authorities have, as the returnees say, destroyed their documents and
transported them to the concentration camps, built for the deportees. The UNHCR
has therefore the legal and moral obligation of investigating these cases and reporting
it to the United Nation. In addition to this, the UNHCR cannot ignore its
responsibility to initiate a worldwide campaign for humanitarian assistance for the
revival of the deportees.

We demand the immediate termination of extragjudicial arrest and torture of Afghans
by the Iranian authorities. We protest against the existing official discrimination
against Afghans and limitation of their freedom of movement inside Iran. Iranian
police and sepa-e-pasdaran should respect the physical and moral integrity of Afghan
refugeesin Iran.

If the ISlamic Republic of Iran resist on continuation of the massive deportation, the
International Community should use its influence to convince the Iranian government
to respect the charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration on Human
Rights and terminate this inhuman operation.

Copies of this declaration will be sent to the relevant International organizations and
the embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in The Hague. We hope the embassy will
convey our massage to the Islamic Republic of Iran and attract serious attention to its
content.

The Human Rights Committee of FAROE



