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Not under foreign skies

Nor under foreign wings protected -

I shared all this with my own people

There, where misfortune had abandoned us.

[1961]
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Instead of A Preface

During the frightening years of the Yezhov: terror, I
spent seventeen months waiting in prison queues in
Leningrad. One day, somehow, someone 'picked me out'.
On that occasion there was a woman standing behind me,
her lips blue with cold, who, of course, had never in
her life heard my name. Jolted out of the torpor
characteristic of all of us, she said into my ear
(everyone whispered there) - 'Could one ever describe
this?' And I answered - 'l can.' It was then that
something like a smile slid across what had previously
been just a face.

[The 1st of April in the year 1957. Leningrad]
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-But they’re strong — the locks of a jail, stone,
-the ever-strong prison bolts
-But prison doors stay firmly bolted



PO/l g3ub ) ol

Dedication

Mountains fall before this grief,

A mighty river stops its flow,

But prison doors stay firmly bolted

Shutting off the convict burrows

5And an anguish close to death.

Fresh winds softly blow for someone,
Gentle sunsets warm them through; we don't know this,
We are everywhere the same, listening

To the scrape and turn of hateful keys
10And the heavy tread of marching soldiers.
Waking early, as if for early mass,
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-through the city of beasts we sped,
-Walked the empty capital along
-Walking through the capital run wild, gone to seed,
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Walking through the capital run wild, gone to seed,
We'd meet - the dead, lifeless; the sun,

Lower every day; the Neva, mistier:

15But hope still sings forever in the distance.

The verdict. Immediately a flood of tears,

Followed by a total isolation,

As if a beating heart is painfully ripped out, or,
Thumped, she lies there brutally laid out,

20But she still manages to walk, hesitantly, alone.
Where are you, my unwilling friends,

Captives of my two satanic years?

What miracle do you see in a Siberian blizzard?
What shimmering mirage around the circle of the moon?
251 send each one of you my salutation, and farewell.

[March 1940]
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Introduction [Prelude]

It happened like this when only the dead
Were smiling, glad of their release,

That Leningrad hung around its prisons
Like a worthless emblem, flapping its piece.
30Shrill and sharp, the steam-whistles sang
Short songs of farewell

To the ranks of convicted, demented by suffering,
As they, in regiments, walked along -

Stars of death stood over us

35As innocent Russia squirmed

Under the blood-spattered boots and tires
Of the black Maria’s.
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You were taken away at dawn. I followed you

As one does when a corpse is being removed.
40Children were crying in the darkened house.

A candle flared, illuminating the Mother of God. . .

The cold of an icon was on your lips, a death-cold sweat
On your brow - [ will never forget this; I will gather

To wail with the wives of the murdered streltsy2
45Inconsolably, beneath the Kremlin towers.

[1935. Autumn. Moscow]
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Silent flows the river Don

A yellow moon looks quietly on

Swanking about, with cap askew

It sees through the window a shadow of you
50Gravely ill, all alone

The moon sees a woman lying at home

Her son is in jail, her husband is dead

Say a prayer for her instead.
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It isn't me, someone else is suffering. I couldn't.
55Not like this. Everything that has happened,
Cover it with a black cloth,

Then let the torches be removed. . .
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-You should have seen, girl with some mocking manner,
Of all your friends the most beloved pet,
-They should have shown you, little teaser

little favourite, friend of all,

-Giggling, poking fun, everyone's darling,
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v

Giggling, poking fun, everyone's darling,
60The carefree sinner of Tsarskoye Selos
If only you could have foreseen

What life would do with you -

That you would stand, parcel in hand,
Beneath the Crosses4 three hundredth in line,
65Burning the new year's ice

With your hot tears.

Back and forth the prison poplar sways
With not a sound - how many innocent
Blameless lives are being taken away. . .

[1938]



ol g2 j 4ol /1A

V . lguijsol .9

(IS0 ol 68 Cuwl olo d3ad Vo
3lgSg0 035 00,95 g

pis1331 bliad sy o 1) @395

PJ9D (o puy «gi 4blS oy

ol odiail sulagls G2 D

ol ilgiges JSusve

loj a0 o2 g 15031 oS il ylgs (S
s Sglljlé 5lglS hid (jgiSl
g Sy oS o

> @ ugus B s jl Glabs e



P9/ lgis j g0l

70For seventeen months I have been screaming,
Calling you home.

I've thrown myself at the feet of butchers

For you, my son and my horror.

Everything has become muddled forever -

751 can no longer distinguish

Who is an animal, who a person, and how long
The wait can be for an execution.

There are now only dusty flowers,

The chinking of the thurible,

80Tracks from somewhere into nowhere
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And, staring me in the face
And threatening me with swift annihilation,
An enormous star.

[1939]
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Vi

Weeks fly lightly by. Even so,

I cannot understand what has arisen,
How, my son, into your prison
White nights stare so brilliantly.
85Now once more they burn,

Eyes that focus like a hawk,

And, upon your cross, the talk

Is again of death.

[1939. Spring]
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VI1I The Verdict

The word landed with a stony thud
900nto my still-beating breast.
Never mine, | was prepared,

I will manage with the rest.

I have a lot of work to do today;

I need to slaughter memory,
95Turn my living soul to stone
Then teach myself to live again. . .
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But how. The hot summer rustles

Like a carnival outside my window;

I have long had this premonition

1000f a bright day and a deserted house.

[22 June 1939. Summer. Fontannyi Doms]
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VIl To Deat

You will come anyway - so why not now?

I wait for you; things have become too hard.

I have turned out the lights and opened the door

For you, so simple and so wonderful.

105Assume whatever shape you wish. Burst in

Like a shell of noxious gas. Creep up on me

Like a practiced bandit with a heavy weapon.

Poison me, if you want, with a typhoid exhalation,
Or, with a simple tale prepared by you

110(And known by all to the point of nausea), take me
Before the commander of the blue caps and let me glimpse
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The house administrator's terrified white face.
I don't care anymore. The river Yenisey
Swirls on. The Pole star blazes.

115The blue sparks of those much-loved eyes
Close over and cover the final horror.

[19 August 1939. Fontannyi Dom]
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IX

Madness with its wings

Has covered half my soul

It feeds me fiery wine

120And lures me into the abyss.

That's when I understood

While listening to my alien delirium
That I must hand the victory

To it.
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125However much I nag
However much I beg

It will not let me take
One single thing away:

Not my son's frightening eyes -
130A suffering set in stone,

Or prison visiting hours

Or days that end in storms

Nor the sweet coolness of a hand
The anxious shade of lime trees
135Nor the light distant sound
Of final comforting words.

[14 May 1940. Fontannyi Dom]
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X Crucifixion

Weep not for me, mother.

I am alive in my grave.

1.

A choir of angels glorified the greatest hour,
140The heavens melted into flames.

To his father he said, "Why hast thou forsaken me!'
But to his mother, "Weep not for me. . .’

[1940. Fontannyi Dom]
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2.

Magdalena smote herself and wept,

The favorite disciple turned to stone,
145But there, where the mother stood silent,
Not one person dared to look.

[1943. Tashkent]
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Epilogue

1.

I have learned how faces fall,

How terror can escape from lowered eyes,
How suffering can etch cruel pages

1500f cuneiform-like marks upon the cheeks.
I know how dark or ash-blond strands of hair
Can suddenly turn white. I've learned to recognize
The fading smiles upon submissive lips,

The trembling fear inside a hollow laugh.
155That's why I pray not for myself

But all of you who stood there with me
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Through fiercest cold and scorching July heat

Under a towering, completely blind red wall.

2.

The hour has come to remember the dead.

1601 see you, I hear you, I feel you:

The one who resisted the long drag to the open window;

The one who could no longer feel the kick of familiar soil beneath
her feet;

The one who, with a sudden flick of her head, replied,

'T arrive here as if ['ve come home!"'

1651'd like to name you all by name, but the list

Has been removed and there is nowhere else to look.

So,

I have woven you this wide shroud out of the humble words

I overheard you use. Everywhere, forever and always,

1701 will never forget one single thing. Even in new grief.

Even if they clamp shut my tormented mouth

Through which one hundred million people scream;

That's how I wish them to remember me when I am dead

On the eve of my remembrance day.

1751f someone someday in this country
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Decides to raise a memorial to me,

I give my consent to this festivity

But only on this condition - do not build it

By the sea where I was born,

1801 have severed my last ties with the sea;

Nor in the Tsar's Park by the hallowed stump
Where an inconsolable shadow looks for me;
Build it here where I stood for three hundred hours
And no-one slid open the bolt.

185L1sten, even in blissful death I fear

That I will forget the Black Maria’s,

Forget how hatefully the door slammed and an old woman
Howled like a wounded beast.

From my immovable bronze eyelids

190 Like some melting snow flow down the tears,
And let the prison dove coo in the distance

While ships sail quietly along the river.

[March 1940. Fontannyi Dom]
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Akhmatova Courtesy The Akhmatova Museum, St Petersburg
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«You cannot leave your mother an orphan. Joice»*

Her, u He nof uyK1bIM HEHOCBOJOM,

U He 1oj1 3a1UTOH YyKJIbIX KPbLI, —

$1 6blna Tora ¢ MOMM HApPOIOM,

Tawm, rie Mo HapoJ1, K HeCUacThbio, ObLI.

Bmecro npeaucaoBus

1961

B crpauinble rojibl €:KOBIIHMHBI S TTPOBEJIa CEMHAATh MeCSEB B TIOPEMHbBIX OuepesiX B
Jlenunrpane. Kak-to pas kto-to «ornosHan» mens. Torna crosiiiasi 3a MHOH »KEHIIMHA C TOJyObIMU
ry6amu, KOTopast, KOHEUHO, HUKOT/IA B >KM3HHU He CJIbIXaJia MOEro MMeHH, OUHYJ1ach OT CBOHCTBEHHOTO

HaM BCeM OLleNIeHEeHUsI U CIIPOCHJIa MEHSI Ha YXO (TaM Bce TOBOPHUJIN LLIETOTOM ):

— A 3TO BbI MOXKETE OIUCATH?
W g ckasana:
— Mory.

Torna uto-To Bpojie y/ibIOKH CKOJIb3HYJIO 110 TOMY, YTO HEKOT/Ia ObLJIO €€ JIMLOM.

[NOCBSLUEHHUE

[lepen 3TMM ropem ruyTcs ropbl,
He Teuer Besinkasi peka,

Ho kpernku TiopeMHble 3aTBOPHI,
A 32 HUMM «KATOP2KHbIE HOPBI»

1 cmepresnibHas Tocka.

J1J151 KOro-To BeeT BeTep CBEKHUH,
J1J1s1 KOTO-TO HEXKUTCS 3aKaT —
MbI He 3HaeM, Mbl TIOBCIOJTy T€ 2Ke,

CJ/IBILLIUM JIMILb KJTIOUeH MOCTbIIbINH CKpeXKeT

Jla 1maru TsiKeJible coJiar.
[TonbiMasiuch Kak K oOejiHe paHHeH,
[To cTosnLe oguuasIon 11JH,

Tam BcTpeuasiuceb, MepTBbIX Oe3/bIXaHHEH,

Connue Huxke, 1 HeBa Tymannei,

A Hajiexx/1a Bce 1oeT BJaJIH.
[Ipurosop... M cpasy c/ie3bl XJIbIHYT,
Oro Bcex y»ke oT/ieJieHa,

CJI0BHO ¢ 60J1b10 XKU3Hb U3 CePJILLA BbIHYT,

CsioBHO rpy60 HaB3HUYb OMPOKUHYT,

Ho upner... Hlaraercs... Onna.

[1e Tenepb HeBOJIbHBIE MTOAPYTH

JIByX MOUX ocaTaHesbIX JieT?

YTo UM uyuTcst B CMHOMPCKOH BbIOTE,

YTo MepeluTes UM B JIYHHOM Kpyre?

MM g wutto npotanbHbIA MOH PHUBET.

Mapt 1940

* «Thl He MOZKellb OCTABUThL CBOIO MaTh CHPOTOH. /[orcotic» (aHrJ1.)

3

1 anpessi 1957
Jlenunrpan,



BCTYIIJIEHUE

D710 6bLJ10, KOrjia yJbibascs

TosibKo MepTBBIi, CIOKOMCTBHUIO pal.
1 HeHy>KHBIM NIpUBECKOM HoJTaljcs
BoaJie Tiopem cBoux Jlenunrpan.

1 korna, o6e3ymeB OT MyKH,

[l y2ke ocyKIeHHBIX TOJIKH,

M KopoTKylo NecHIo pas/yKu
[TapoBo3Hble MeJu ryaxu,

3Be3/Ibl CMEPTH CTOSIIM HaJl HAMH.
1 6e3BuHHast Kopumsach Pych

[Ton kpoBaBbIMHU carnoramu

M nox liMHaMu 4epHbIX Mapychb.

YBoauaM TeOs1 HA paccBeTe,

3a To60M, KaK Ha BhIHOCE, 111714,

B TeMHO# ropHuLe nJakaJu 1eTH,

Y 60XKHHIIBI CBeYa OTIbIJIA.

Ha ry6ax TBoUX X0J10]1 MKOHKH.
CMmepTHBIN MOT Ha yedie... He 3a6bITh!
Byny 1, Kak cTpesielikue XKeHKH,

[Ton KpemeBCKUMHU GalIHSIMU BbITh.

[Hos6pn] 1935
Mockpa

||

Tuxo nbercs Tuxui J{oH,
JKeJThlil MecsiLL BXOJUT B JIOM.

Bxonut B 11anke HaGeKpeHb,
Bunut »KeTolil Mecsil TeHb.

DTa XKeHlMHa 60JbHA,
ra KeHllHMHa O/lHA.

My B MOTHJIE, CbIH B TIOPbME,
[Tomosinrech 060 MHe.

1938



Her, 310 He 51, 5TO KTO-TO Ipyro# cTpajaer.
$1 6b1 TaK He Moruia, a To, YTO CJAYUYHJIOCD,
[IycTb uepHble CyKHa MOKPOIOT,
N nyctb yHecyT hoHapi...

Houb.

1939

IV

ITokasaTb Obl TeOe, HACMElIHHULLE
M mobumule Beex apyset,
[lapckocesibcKoii Becesiol rpellHulle,
YTOo cotyuuTest ¢ XKU3HbIO TBOCH —
Kak Tpexcoras, ¢ nepenayeto,

[Ton Kpecramu Gypieliib CTOATH

U cBoeto cie3oi ropsueto
HoBoroanuii siex npoxxuratsb.

Tam TIOpemHBIi TOMOJbL KayaeTcs,
1 Hu 3ByKa — a CKOJIbKO TaM
HenoBUHHBIX KM3HEH KOHYaeTCs. ..

1938

\Y

CeMHanATh MeCSLIEB KPUUY,
30By Tebs1 JOMOH.

Kunanace B Horu najauy,

Thbl cbIH 1 y2Kac MOH.

Bce nepenyrajnoch HaBek,

1 mHe He pazobpatb
Tenepb, KTO 3Bepb, KTO UEJIOBEK,
W noJro Jib Ka3Hu »K1aTh.

1 TOILKO MbILIHbIE LBETHI,
1 3BOH KaIMJILHBIN, U CJIe]Ib]
Kyna-To B HuUKyna.

M npsiMo MHe B ryia3a rsjiir
M ckopoii ru6esibio rpo3ut
OrpomHas 3Be3ja.

1939



VI

Jlerkue JieTsT Hee .

Uro cayuunsiocs, He MokMy,
Kak tebe, CbIHOK, B TIOpbMY
Houu GeJible rusiiesu.

Kak onu onsith rasiast
SlcTpeOUHbBIM KAPKUM OKOM,
O TBoeM KpecTe BbICOKOM
1 o cmepTH roBopsiT.

Becna 1939

VII
MMPUTIOBOP

1 ynajsio kameHHoe ¢cji0BO

Ha moto eliie KuByto rpy/ib.
Huuero, Besib 51 Gblaa roToBa,
CrnpaBJoch ¢ 3TUM KakK-HUOY/Ib.

Y MeHst cerojiHst MHOTO JleJia:

Hano namsite 10 KoHiia youTh,
Hano, uto6 nyuia okamenena,
Hano cHoBa HayunuThCS KUTh.

A He To... [opsiunii iesiect jieta
CJIOBHO TMpa3aHUK 328 MOUM OKHOM.
51 naBHO MpeuyBCTBOBAJIA ITOT
CBeTJiblil IeHb U OTYCTeJIbIH JIOM.

[22 nionst] 1939
donrannbiit Jom

VIII
K CMEPTH

Tl Bce paBHO MpuUJellIb — 3aueM XKe He Ternephb?
S1 Ky TeOs1 — MHe 04YeHb TPYHO.

Sl moTyiMia cBeT U OTBOPHUJIA IBEPH

TeGe, Tako# NpoCTOi W YyIHOH.

[Tpumu 1151 3TOr0 KaKOH YroJHO BUJL,

BopBuch 0TpaBieHHBIM CHAPSIOM

Wb ¢ rupbKoii NofKpaauch, KaK ONbITHbIA OAHIUT,
Wb oTpaBu TH(O3HBIM UaIOM.



Wb ckazoukoit, npuayMaHHON TOOOM

M BceM 710 TOLIHOTBI 3HAKOMOH, —

UT006 1 yBHIEIa BEpX LIANKH royOoi

1 6aieHoro ot cTpaxa ynpasaoma.

Mue Bce paBHo Tenepb. Kayourcest Ennce,
3esna [loasipuas cusier.

I cunuit 6/1eck BO3/0OJICHHBIX 0Yei
[Tocaiennuii yxkac sactuiaer.

19 aBrycra 1939
donrannbiit Jlom

IX

Yake 6e3yMHe KpblJIOM
JIy1in HaKpbIJIO MOJIOBHHY,
M nout orHeHHbIM BUHOM,
M MaHuT B UepHYIO 10JIUHY.

M nousina s, uto emy
JlomkHa 51 yeTynuth nooeny,
[IpucayuinBasick K cBoemMy
YaKe Kak Obl uy2KoMy Opejy.

M He mo3BOJIUT HUYEro

OHo MHe yHeCcTH ¢ co6010
(Kak nu ynpaimBait ero

W xak Hu goKyda# Mosib0010 ):

Hu cbina cTpaliinble rnasa —
OkameHeJsioe cTpajaHbe,

Hu nenb, korna npuuiia rposa,
Hu vac TiopeMHOTO CBUAHbSI.

Hu muayto npoxnaguy pyk,

Hu siun B3BoJIHOBaHHBbIE TEHH,
Hu otnanenHbiil 1erkuil 3ByK —
CJioBa Moc/ieIHUX yTellleHUH.

4 mas 1940
donrannbiit Jlom



X
PACITSITUE

«He pbinatt Mene, Matu,
BO rpoGe 3psilu»

Xop aHreJioB BeJMKHH Yac BOCCJAABHUII,
N nebeca pacniaBuiuch B OTHE.

Oruy ckazasn: «[Touro Mensi octaBui!»
A matepu: «O, He pbinail Mene...»

2

Marnanuna 6unach v pbiana,
YueHHUK JIOOUMbBIH KaMeHelT,

A tyna, rae mosiua Mathb cTosia,
Tak HUKTO B3IVISIHYTh U HE TOCMEJI.

1940
®onranublil Jom

AMUJI0r

Y3Hana 51, Kak onajatot JiMia,

Kak u3-1noj BeK BBITJISbIBAET CTPAX,
Kak KJIMHOTIHCH yKeCTKHE CTPAHUIIbI
CrpajiaHue BbIBOJUT Ha 1IEKaX,

Kak JIOKOHbI U3 nemneibHbIX U Y€ PHBIX
CepeOpsiHbIMU JIEAI0TCS BAPYT,
YnblOKa BSIHET Ha Ty0ax MOKOPHBIX,

1 B CyXOHBKOM CMellIKe IPOKUT UCIIYT.
M 51 MmoJitoch He 0 ceGe OJHOH,

A 060 BCex, KTO TaM CTOSIJI CO MHOIO,
W B s110TBIN X0J10/1, U B UIOJIbCKUH 3HOH
[Ton kpacHoO ocJ/Ienien CTeHOIO.

2

OnsiTh MOMUHAJBbHBIN MPUOJJU3UIICS YaC.
$1 BU2Ky, 1 CJibILy, 51 YyBCTBYIO BAC:

M 1y, uTo e1Ba 10 OKHA 10BEJIH,
N Ty, 4TO pOMMONi He TomYeT 3eMJiH,



M Ty, uTo, KpacUBO# TPSXHYB FOJIOBOH,
Ckasana: «Croia MpuxoxKy, KaK 10MoF!»

XoTeJsoch Obl BCeX MOMMEHHO Ha3BaTh,
Jla OTHS1/IM CIIUCOK, W HEeTJle Y3HATb.

JI1st HUX coTKasa 51 LIMPOKUE MOKPOB
13 6eHbIX, y HUX 2Ke MOJIC/YILIAHHBIX CJIOB.

O HuUX BCIIOMMHAIO BCEr/a U Be3Je,
O Hux He 3a6yj1y U B HOBOH Oefie,

M ecsin 32:KMyT MO U3MyUYEHHbBIH POT,
KoTopbIM KpUYHT CTOMUJIBOHHBIA HAPO/,

HyCTb TaK K€ OHU [TOMHUHAIOT MEHs
B KaHyH MO€ro 1oMHHaJIbHOT'O JIH.

A ecsiv Korja-HUOYIb B 3TOM cTpaHe
Bo3aBUrHYTH 3alyMatoT NaMsITHUK MHE,

Corsiacbe Ha 3TO Jldl0 TOP2KECTBO,
Ho tosibKo ¢ YCJIOBbEM — HE CTABUTDL €I'0

Hu okoJsio mopsi, rie s1 poausiacs:
[Tocniennsis ¢ MopeM pazopBaHa CBS3b,

Hu B napckom cajy y 3aBeTHOTO IHs,
[ne TeHb Ge3yTelllHast ULIET MEHS,

A 35iech, rj1e cTosia s TpUCTa 4acoB
W rne st MeHsi He OTKPbLJIK 3aCOB.

3arem, uTo 1 B cMepTH GJ1azKeHHOH 60I0Ch
3a0bITh rPOMbIXaHHE YEPHBIX MapyCh,

3a0biTh, KaK MOCThLIast XJ10MaJa ABePb
W Bblsa cTapyxa, Kak paHeHbId 3Bepb.

M nycThb ¢ HenoaBMKHBIX U OPOH30BbIX BeK,
Kak cs1esbl, cTpyuTCs MOATASIBLIMI CHET,

M rosiy6b TIOpeMHbIN 1MyCTh TYJUT BAAJH,
1 tuxo unyt no Hese kopabiiu.

OkoJio 10 mapra 1940
Gonranublil ITom



